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Hi, | am Caroline Ostara, | am a passionate changemaker in the realm of
personal development, especially when it comes to women empowerment. As
a lawyer by education, a certified tantra yoga teacher, period and life coach,
hypnotherapist, and space holder at diverse (tantra) events and workshops, my
journey is a tapestry woven with passion, personal growth and profound
knowledge.

In my distinctive approach, | dismantle the shackles of guilt and shame often
associated with the physical body and intimacy. Through holistic awareness
woven into daily life, | guide individuals on a journey of healing and
transformation.

With my mind residing firmly in the present, a commitment to service, and a
heart that emanates boundless love, | share my expertise to deliver teachings of
the highest level. My style is characterized by tranquility, a touch of playfulness,
and an unwavering dedication to unveiling the gems of wisdom | gathered
throughout her life experiences.

As you embark on this journey with me be prepared to dive deep, rise above,
and explore the realms of personal growth and connection in deep and
nourishing ways.
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INTRODUCTION

Let's dive right in by exploring the basics — from understanding puberty to demuystifying
when the first menstrual cycle, or menarche, occurs. Let's discuss how to communicate
around periods and address potential challenges that can arise.

Together we'll delve into the intricacies of the menstrual cycle itself — from period to
period. Gain insights into the physiological changes that occur during puberty, and
discover how simple lifestyle adjustments, can positively impact this phase.

One of the most crucial aspects of supporting your daughter is creating a safe and open
space for conversation. This ebook provides valuable guidance on approaching the topic,
fostering a safe environment, and knowing what to expect during this heart-to-heart
discussion

Finally in the last part we'll equip fathers with practical advice — from understanding
menstrual hygiene supplies to cultivating a compassionate environment for you and your
daughter.

This ebook is committed to inclusivity, recognizing that not all individuals who menstruate
identify exclusively as women, and that not all menstruating bodies are female.
Throughout the ebook, the terms ‘“girls" or ‘women" are employed for the purpose of
facilitating comprehension and readability.

04
WWW.DADSDAUGHTERSANDMENSTRUATION.COM


http://www.dadsdaughtersandmenstruation.com/

CHAPTER 1

Understanding menstruation

Puberty* what's that, you ask?
Well, it's like Mother
makeover — the time when our bodies

Nature's grand

start getting ready for some incredible
changes. Picture it as a seed that grows
into a beautiful flower. &

Yep, it's that time when the body goes,
‘Hey, it's time to grow up!" The bones get
longer, the skin might feel a little oilier, and
guess what? Those cool new curves start
appearing.

Body Changes During Puberty:
Embracing the Transformation

Each person's journey through puberty is
unique. Some changes might happen
earlier or later than others, and that's
completely okay. This is a time for growth,
learning, and understanding, and as a
father you're there to support her every
step of the way

Changes happening in the body

® Height Growth: Your daughter will
experience a growth spurt, which means
she'll get taller. It might happen gradually
or in spurts, and her limbs might seem a bit
longer than usual

® Development of Breasts: As part of the
natural process, her breasts will start to
develop. It's important to remember that
every girl's journey is unique. and this
development can happen at different
times.

® Body Hair: Hair is growing in new places,
like underarms and around the pubic area.
It's completely normal and a sign of her
body maturing.

® Skin Changes:  With
production, you daughters skin might

increased oil

appear a bit more oily. This can sometimes
lead to pimples or acne.
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CHAPTER I

® Hip Widening: Her hips might gradually
become wider, giving her a more curvy
shape. This is a natural part of her body's
growth.

® Body Fot Redistribution: She might
notice changes in the way her body stores
fat It could be in her hips, thighs and
buttocks, giving her body a more mature
appearance.

® Sweat and Body Odor: Hormones can
lead to increased sweating, which might
come with a change in body odor.
Learning about good hygiene practices
becomes important

® Vaginal Changes: Inside her body, her
vaginal walls will become thicker and the
pH balance will change. This is preparing
her body for menstruation in the future

® Emotional Changes: Puberty doesn't just
bring physical changes, but emotional
ones too. Mood swings and new emotions
are all part of the journey

WWW.DADSDAUGHTERSANDMENSTRUATION.COM

The Timing of Menarche

Dads often lack knowledge about the
timing of menarche, which can lead to
confusion and unpreparedness when their
daughters experience their first period.

Menarche, a term that carries with it a
sense of initiation, a doorway to
womanhood. Menarche, derived from the
Ancient Greek words 'mén" (month) and
‘arkhé’ (beginning), refers to a young girl's
first menstrual cycle. It marks the onset of
menstruation — a natural bodily function
that signifies the maturation of the
reproductive  system. It's a crucial
milestone, not only in terms of physical
development but also in a broader
context, as it signals the transition from
childhood to adolescence.

Menarche typically occurs between the
ages of 12 and 13, although the timing
can vary. Factors such as genetics,
nutrition, and overall health play a role in
influencing the age at which menarche
takes place. Early signs of impending
menarche might  include breast
development (known as thelarche) and
the growth of pubic hair.
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CHAPTER I

The Science Behind Menarche: A Hormonal Ballet

At its core, menarche is governed by a delicate dance of hormones. The hypothalamus
releases gonadotropin-releasing hormone (GnRH), which stimulates the pituitary gland
to release FSH and LH. These hormones work in concert to stimulate the ovaries and
encourage follicle growth. As the follicles develop, they produce estrogen — a hormone
responsible for initiating the growth and thickening of the uterine lining. The surge of
estrogen signals the body that it's time to begin the menstrual cycle.

As the uterine lining matures, progesterone comes into play. Produced by the corpus
luteum (a structure formed from the remnants of the matured ovarian follicle),
progesterone supports the uterine lining in preparation for potential pregnancy. If
pregnancy doesn't occur, the levels of estrogen and progesterone drop, triggering the
shedding of the uterine lining — the menstrual period.

In essence, menarche is a symphony of hormones - GnRH, FSH, LH, estrogen, and
progesterone — working in harmony to orchestrate the onset of a new chapter in a
young woman's life. This intricate dance of hormones reflects the body's maturation,
preparing it for the potential of reproduction.

In conclusion, menarche is a pivotal stage that marks the beginning of a girl's
menstrual journey. With the orchestra of hormones orchestrating its occurrence,
menarche is a testament to the body's intricate mechanisms and the transition into
adolescence. Understanding the science behind this process allows us to appreciate
the beauty of nature's design as young women embrace the changes that lie ahead.

Image by Bianca Van Dijk from Pixabay
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CHAPTER 11

This  ebook
menstruation; it challenges taboos and

doesn't  just address

sparks conversations that are long
overdue. By engaging fathers in these
conversations, we're taking cruciol steps
towards normalizing discussions around
the human body, health, and emotions.

By having the '‘Bloody’
Conversations you will not
accidentally summon a Period
Demon

The topic of menstruation might seem like
a perplexing labyrinth you'd rather not
navigate. After all who needs those
‘awkward" conversations when you can
just embrace your

transformation into womanhood from a

daughter's

distance, right? Well, let's take a tongue-in-
cheek journey and have the period talk
Brace yourselves, because it's time to
debunk the myths and plunge headfirst
into the
conversation is absolutely necessary

reality of why having that

Initiating conversations about periods can
seem daunting, yet knowing how to
approach this topic delicately is essential
By discovering effective ways to create a
safe and open space for discussion, you
can foster a connection that extends
beyond the subject of menstruation. As
you enhance your communication skills,
you'll feel more confident engaging in
meaningful dialogues with your daughter.

Creating a comfortable
environment where discussing
periods is normal and welcomed
requires a thoughtful approach.

Engage in conversations with your
daughter about puberty, menarche, and
normal menstruation, providing accurate

information and guidance.

Not sure how to achive that? Discover
some great tips on the next page
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CHAPTER IT

The Importance of Communication: Empowering Dads to Talk Openly
About Menstruation

*Start Early: Begin age-appropriate conversations about bodies and health from a young
age. This sets the foundation for open discussions as she grows older.

*Be Approachable: Let her know that she can approach you with any questions or
concerns. Keep lines of communication open on various topics, so discussing periods feels
like a natural extension.

*Educational Resources: Have age-appropriate books, videos, or resources available that
explain puberty and menstruation. This makes learning about these changes less
intimidating.

*Normalize Period Products: Keep period products like pads or tampons in the bathroom.
This sends the message that periods are a normal part of life. And if appropriate, you can

introduce her to the menstrual cup

*Respect Privacy: Respect her privacy when it comes to discussing periods. If she prefers
one-on-one conversations or with other family members/friends, accormmodate that

*Encourage Questions: Whenever she asks a question, make it a priority to provide accurate
and honest answers. If you don't know the answer, offer to find the information together

*Positive Reinforcement Praise her for asking questions and initioting conversations.
Positive reinforcement encourages continued openness.

*Normalize Conversations with Others: Talk openly about menstrual health with your
partner, friends, and family. This demonstrates that these conversations are not taboo.

*Be Patient: If she seems hesitant, give her time. Reiterate that you're there whenever she's
ready to talk

*Address Misconceptions: Correct any misconceptions she might have about periods. This
helps her build accurate knowledge.
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CHAPTER III

In the grand symphony of hormones, the
menstrual cycle takes center stage,
showcasing the remarkable ebb and flow
that defines a woman's inner rhythm
While hormones shift from day to day, the
cycle maintains its steadfast cadence,
embracing the patterns of menstruation,
pre-ovulation, ovulation, and the luteal
phase. Contrary to the notion that
women's hormones are all over the place,
these phases adhere to a consistent cycle
monthly

Working with the Cycle:
A Nurturing Approach

Understanding these phases empowers
women to synchronize their lives with
their bodies' natural rhythm. It's not about
succumbing to the limitations of each
phase but rather respecting the shifts and
adjusting accordingly. Working with the
cycle means acknowledging the changing

landscape of their physical, emotional, and

mental V\/eu’bemg Image by Bianca Van Dijk from Pixabay;
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CHAPTER IIT

The cycle strategy

MENSTRUATION: THE RENEWAL PHASE

At the outset of the cycle, menstruation ushers
in a sense of renewal It's a time of shedding the
old and embracing the new. Hormone levels
are relatively low, and this might translate into
lower energy levels. However, it's not a one-
size-fits-all scenario; some might experience
heightened creativity during this phase, while
others prefer quieter introspection. The key lies
in respecting your body's cues.

OVULATION: THE PEAK OF VITALITY

Ovulation marks the pinnacle of the cycle
Estrogen levels are at their highest, resulting in
a surge of confidence, charisma, and
heightened sensory perception. This phase
fosters a sense of connection and is often
associated with increased libido. Embracing
social interactions and consider engaging in
physical activities that celebrate the vitality
during this phase

PRE-OVULATION: ARISING ENERGY

As the cycle progresses, pre-ovulation arrives
with a surge of energy and vitality. Estrogen
levels rise, leading to enhanced mood,
heightened creativity, and improved cognitive
function. This is often the phase where women
find themselves at their most productive and
socially engaged. Embracing this energy boost
by tackling tasks that require focus and
connecting with others.

LUTEAL PHASE: THE TRANSITION

As the cycle nears its close, the luteal phase
brings a shift in energy. Progesterone rises, and
while this can lead to decreased energy levels,
it also encourages introspection and
preparation. This phase might prompt a desire
for solitude and a focus on completing tasks

before the cycle resets

CONCLUSION: EMBRACING THE RHYTHMS WITHIN

The menstrual cycle isn't a tumultuous rollercoaster; it's a beautifully orchestrated symphony that

plays out in a cyclical dance. By tuning in to the phases — from the renewal of menstruation to the

vitality of ovulation — women can harness the energy of each stage. Embracing these rhythms

enables a more harmonious approach to daily life, respecting the needs of the body and celebrating
the remarkable energy that accompanies pre-ovulation and ovulation. So, as the cycle unfolds,
remember that your daughter has a front-row seat to a stunning showcase of her body's inner

rhythm
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CHAPTER IV

In this section, we will discuss some of the
practical tips and strategies that fathers
can implement to help their daughters
prepare for and cope with their oncoming
menstruation.

How to Make Menstrual Hygiene
Supplies Accessible

Making
accessible to

menstrual  hygiene  supplies

your daughter is an
important part of preparing for her
oncoming menstruation. There are several
ways to make sure she has access to what
she needs to feel comfortable and
confident during her period. First its
important to make sure she has access to
the right supplies. Make sure you know the
type of pads or tampons she prefers, as
well as any other necessary accessories
like menstrual cups or panty liners. Second,
make sure she knows how to use the

supplies correctly

Have conversations about how to manage
her period and how to deal with any issues
that may arise. Third, make sure she has
access to a safe and private place to
dispose of her supplies. Have a garbage
can with a lid in her bathroom or provide
her with biodegradable bags for her to
feel comfortable and supported. Finally,
make sure she knows where to buy
supplies, online, in the store or that she can
Jjust write what she needs on the grocery
list By then she'll
understand what to buy and in which

know that you

shopping aisle.

How to Cope With Emotional
Changes

As a father, you may experience a range
of emotions when your daughter starts
her period. It can be an exciting and proud
moment, but it can also be a little
overwhelming. It's important to remember
that it's a natural and normal part of life,
and that your daughter will eventually

adjust to it
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CHAPTER IV

Here are a few tips for coping with any emotional changes you may experience (yes, you,
not your daughter):

1. Acknowledge and express your emotions. Your daughter may sense if you are
uncomfortable or overwhelmed. Let her know that it's completely natural to have a range
of emotions when something new is happening in life.

2. Talk to other parents. Find a support system of other parents who have gone through
the same thing and can help you understand what to expect

3. Lean on your partner for support Its okay to lean on your partner for emotional
support Talking about your feelings can help you both better understand what's going on.

4. Listen and reassure your daughter. Talk to your daughter about her feelings and
answer any questions she may have. Let her know that she is not alone and that you are
there to support her.

5. Educate yourself.

Final tips

e Menstruation is a normal and healthy part of life. Breaking the taboo will help your
daughter to feel more comfortable and confident about her body and her changing
hormones

o Help your daughter find reliable and accurate information about menstruation. This
can include books, websites, or even classes

e Talk to your daughter about any potential cramps and other discomforts she might
experience. Help her find natural remedies to help alleviate the discomfort

e FEncourage your daughter to exercise during her period Exercise can help with
cramps. Yoga is an effective intervention for alleviating menstrual pain. Also, exercise,
performed for about 45 to 60 minutes each time, three times per week or more,
regardless of intensity, may provide a clinically significant reduction in menstrual pain
intensity.*

*Janse de Jonge XA. Effects of the menstrual cycle on exercise performance. Sports Med. 2003;33(11):833-51. doi: 10.2165/00007256-200333110-00004. PMID: 12959622
Armour M, Ee CC, Naidoo D, Ayati Z, Chalmers KJ, Steel KA, de Manincor MJ, Delshad E. Exercise for dysmenorrhoea. Cochrane Database Syst Rev. 2019 Sep
20;9(9):CD004142. doi: 10.1002/14651858.CD004142.pub4.
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CONCLUSION

By the end of this book, you have a comprehensive understanding of menstruation,
allowing you to confidently discuss the topic with your daughter. You have learned
practical tips for creating a supportive environment, handling emotional changes, and
assisting with menstrual hygiene.

If you want more, go to www.dadsdaughtersandmenstruationcom and read our latest
blogposts
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